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TITLE: The Test of Discipleship

TEXT: Mt. 28:19-20; Jn. 13:34-35, 3:16; Ro. 5:8; 
1 Jn. 4:7-12; 1 Pet. 4:8

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about discipleship.
 How many of you this morning would use the word disciple to define yourself? Would you say that you are a disciple of Jesus Christ?

First, maybe we should determine just what the word disciple means….
Greek word for Disciple= math-ay-tes'; 
a learner, that is, pupil:—disciple.

Heritage dictionary= disciple 1.a. One who embraces and assists in spreading the teachings of another. b. An active adherent, as of a movement or philosophy.

When we say that we are a disciple of Jesus Christ what is it that we are saying? 
  What we are saying is that we are someone who embraces and assists in spreading His teachings.. We are an active adherent of His movement, His philosophy.

Discipleship is what we are called to as a Christian.
Discipleship is what the great commission is all about.

Jesus said:
[bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20]Matthew 28:19 - 20 (NIV)  19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.

This is not just a commission for those in full time ministry; pastors, missionaries and evangelists---this is a commission that Christ gave to the Church---a commission that God has placed upon all believers.


To…go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And God has given us a test of discipleship.  He has given us a way to prove or confirm if we are truly being a disciple of Christ…

[bookmark: 35] John 13:34 - 35 (NIV) 34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

 How it is that Scripture says that we will know if we are really a disciple of Christ?   What is the true sign of discipleship?

LOVE IS!

35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

Love is the test of discipleship. Specifically---loving one another.

Not just love for fellow believers but love for our fellow man. Love for the lost of this world as well as love for the redeemed.

The word that Paul uses for love here is

ag-ap-ah'-o
to love (in a social or moral sense)

  It is the same word that is used in John 3:16…

[bookmark: 16]John 3:16 (NIV) 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

ag-ap-ah'-o finds its root in the word ag-ah-pay!

ag-ah-pay speaks of the kind of love that God showed for us on Calvary’s cross!

Ag-ah-pay is the purest form of love.
 Ag-ah-pay is divine love, Gods perfect love.



ag-ah'-pay
From G25; love, that is, affection or benevolence; specifically (plural) a love feast:—(feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love.

Ag-ah-pay is a feast or festival of love! The ability to love at all times, in all circumstances and in all places! A love that is not a respecter of persons!
God loves all men. God loves even those who reject and slander Him.

Ag-ah-pay is the love that Christ revealed on the cross when, as he was hanging from it in horrific pain and about to die, looked down upon those present, many of them the very ones who cried out for Him to be crucified. Speaking also to the Roman soldiers who had just abused Him so greatly and who had just a few hours earlier so mercilessly driven nails through His hands and feet, with some of His last breath cried out: “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they do!”
 That is ag-ah-pay love…

    Ag-ah-pay is the word used for love in:
[bookmark: 8]Romans 5:8 (NIV) 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

The love that we have been called to have for one another, Ag-ap-ah-o, is the human equivalent to ag-ah-pay. Gods perfect love. 

 Because we have a fallen, sinful nature we will never be able to love exactly as God does in this life. We are, at best, imperfect.
 God is the personification of perfection so His ability to love is as perfect as He is.

 We may never be able to love as perfectly as God but none the less it is God’s love that we are to strive for. 
 And it is in our quest to manifest this kind of love in our lives that will be the test of our discipleship.. Whether we are truly a disciple of Christ or not..




John 13:34 - John 13:35 (NIV) 
34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

 In 1921 Lewis Lawes became the warden of Sing-Sing Prison. No prison was tougher than Sing-Sing during that time.  But when Warden Lawes retired some 20 years later, that prison had become a humanitarian institution. 
      Those who studied the system said the credit for the changes belong to Lawes. But he said; “ I owe it all to my wonderful wife Catherine, who is buried outside the Prison walls.
  Catherine Lawes was a young mother with three small children when her husband became the warden.  Everybody warned her from the beginning that she should never set foot inside the prison walls, but that didn’t stop Catherine. When the first prison basketball game was held, she went---and sat in the stands with the inmates.
 Her attitude was: “ My husband and I are going to take care of these men and I believe they will take care of me. I don’t have to worry.
  She insisted on getting acquainted with them and their records. She discovered one convicted murderer was blind so she paid him a visit. Holding his hands in hers she asked: Do you read Braille?
 What’s Braille? He asked. Then she taught him how to read. 
  Later, Catherine found a deaf-mute in prison. She went to school to learn how to use sign language.  Many said that Catherine Lawes was the body of Jesus Christ that came alive again in Sing-Sing Prison from 1921-1937.
  Then, she was killed in a car accident. The next morning Lewis Lawes didn’t come to work, so the acting warden took his place. 
 It seemed that almost instantly the prison knew something was wrong.
  The following day her body was resting in a casket in her home, three-quarters of a mile from the prison. As the acting warden took his morning walk he was shocked to see a large crowd of the toughest, hardest looking criminals gathered like a herd of animals at the main gate.



   He came closer and noticed tears of grief and sadness. He knew how much they loved Catherine. He turned and faced the men, “all right, men, you can go. Just be sure to check in tonight! Then he opened the gate and a parade of criminals walked, without a guard, three-quarters of a mile to stand in line to pay their final respects to Catherine Lawes. 
  And every one of them checked back in. Every one!

That is the power of Love. This is an example of discipleship that was passed with flying colors by a prison warden’s wife by the name of Catherine.

 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

EXAMPLE: 
 Before God called me into the ministry I worked in the grocery business. I was a Grocery manager for Dahls Foods in Des Moines. I started working for Dahls as a bag boy back in 1968. Before going into the ministry I had worked most of my adult life in grocery retail. 
  As a manager, responsible for store production and profit I developed some attitudes that later would come to haunt me. One such attitude was an extreme dislike, bordering on a hatred, for a certain group of people. Thieves!
 Theft is probably the biggest problem, not just in Grocery retail but in all retail businesses.
  Shoplifting, bad checks, employee dishonesty, armed robbery ---all things that effect profit and thusly have an impact upon profitability.
  Shoplifting alone can break a company in quick fashion.
Grocery stores net around 2%-4% on grocery items.
 In other words, a can of beans that you pay .99  for, cost the grocery store approximately .96 cents. 
 The profit on that can of beans is 3 cents.  Grocery stores make money on volume...selling quantity.
 Anyway, if someone steals a can of beans worth .99 cents the store would have to sell 33 more cans of beans to make up for the loss of the one can that was stolen, just to break even!

 I had a notorious cigarette thief in one of the stores I worked in. He was good! I could fill the carton cigarette rack in the late afternoon and that evening walk by it and see 40-50 cartons of one brand gone. 
I could go over to the computer and check and see how many of that brand passed through a scanner to see how many actually sold and how many went out the door without going through a cash register. When I realized that we had an apparent problem I started inventorying my cigarette supply on a weekly basis and this is what I discovered… At one time I was losing on the average more than 500 cartons of cigarettes a month!
 At That time that was over $7,000.00 at cost!  Do you know how many cans of beans I would have to sell to make up that loss?
  The guy was finally caught but it took months to do it.
He was that slick… He would come in, usually when it was moderately busy, go by the cigarette isle, put 36 cartons of cigarettes into his cart, wonder back into an isle and when no one was looking he would pull two folded up large grocery sacks out of his back pockets-he could put 18 cartons into each sack---wander over by the front doors and just walk out like he had just paid for them…He had built in radar—he could sense when he was being watched and then just walk away and leave the sacks in the cart.
 I became obsessed with catching this guy… Love is not a word that could be used to describe my feelings for him.
  I have been robbed at gunpoint.  Had a colt 357 placed under my chin and told that if I didn’t open a safe that I actually didn’t know the combination to, he was going to blow my --- head off! And I had no reason to not believe him!
 Love is not a word that could used to describe my feelings for this person…
  Over the years I developed some very strong feelings about thieves.
  Drug use and alcoholism fuel most retail thefts and bad check writing. So I had no love loss for alcoholics or people on drugs. Actually, despised would be a good word to describe how I felt toward them…

 This attitude may have served me well in the business that I was in, but it was not a healthy attitude to take with me into ministry…. But I did….

***As I reflect back, it was not by coincidence that one of the first opportunities that God provided me with in ministry was chaplain for the police department. 

Not too long after starting on the police chaplaincy I was called out late one afternoon.

 I was called to go up to the DHS office and meet with a couple that was homeless and DHS couldn’t do anything for them because they were not Madison County residents.

I went up and was introduced to the man and his wife.
The guy looked like an un-maid bed.

I was introduced and given an office where I could talk with them privately…
I tried to assess their needs by asking him a lot of questions and in the process, he revealed that he was a drug user that was trying to get clean…
Later I found out that he was not just a 14-year meth addict but also one of the biggest dealers in the area….
   For what reason, I don’t know, but he was telling me stuff about himself that even must have puzzled him. Hindsight has revealed to me that it had to be God opening him up.
 But anyway, as he was telling me all this stuff I can remember having the thought, and you expect me to help you!
   I was all ready to turn them down for any kind of help from the chaplaincy and send them on their way when I felt the Lord impressing upon me to help them out.  
   To go ahead and put them up in a motel for a couple of nights.
  In my mind I am arguing with God!  Help Him! He is a druggie! He sells drugs! This is the kind of person that has caused me grief all my life!
  And then I found myself saying words that I didn’t plan to say.
 I told them that we would put them up for two nights but after that they would be on their own…
  It was raining pretty hard as we left the DHS office and this guy sent his wife to get the car so I was standing with him in the doorway and again I felt the Lord speaking to my heart---invite him to Church! What! This guy has probably has never darkened the door of a Church in his life! But again I found myself yielding to the Lord and I invited him to church….
 To my surprise the Next Sunday he showed up---He came in late just as the service was starting, sat clear at the back where there were no other people and was out of their like a shot as soon as the service was over.


  I believe it was the next Tuesday he came by my house as I was outside doing some yard work.--- After a short visit with him along the curb I felt the Lord impress upon me to ask him into my study  in the house and tell him about Jesus.
  Once again, I was mentally arguing with God…. 
 I asked him to come into my office in the house, talked with him about Jesus and then felt the Lord impressing upon me to ask him if he would like to accept Christ.. I am thinking Lord this guy is pretty big and if he takes offense he could hurt me…
 I asked him if he would like to ask Jesus into his life to be his Lord and savior…
 He kind of dropped his head and in a gravelly voice said: yes I would….
 Over the years he would say stuff like if it weren’t for you, I don’t know where I would be, probably dead…….
  I would always tell him it wasn’t me but it was God that loved him that much that he used me even when I really didn’t want to be used because of my prejudices. 
 The fact is God did a lot more in my life through him then I ever did for him. God gave me a taste of ag-ah-pa-o love.

It is not always easy to love is it?
I still find myself struggling with this at times..
 I find it the hardest to love when I am driving a car.
 It is hard for me to express love for someone who has just cut me off in traffic or pulled out in front of me so that I have to put on my brakes to keep from hitting them and then they drive 20 mph in a 55 mph zone…


1 John 4:7 - 12 (NIV) 
[bookmark: 9][bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12]7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

1 Peter 4:8 (NIV) 8Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
 Often the multitude of sins that our love for others covers over is our own!

   Charles Swindoll shares ….
When Dawson Trotman passed away, he probably left a legacy of discipleship on this earth that will never be matched except perhaps in the life of Jesus Christ Himself. I've become a real student of Dawson Trotman and believe wholeheartedly in the methods of discipleship that he taught and emulated throughout his days. 
 He died in Schroon Lake, New York. He died, of all things, in the midst of an area that he was expert in--he drowned. 
 He was an expert swimmer. 

 One day when out in a boat with a friend they came upon two girls who had capsized their boat and where in real trouble. 
Trotman dived in and lifted one girl out of the water. 
     He went down and got the other girl and lifted her out of the water and then submerged and was not found again until the dragnet found him a few hours later. 
   A man named Larsen was on that boat when Trotman died, and he said, "The entire United States Navy couldn't have saved Trotman that day--it was God's time." 
  Time magazine ran an article on Trotman's life the next week, and they put a caption beneath his name, and it read, "Always Holding Somebody Up." In one sentence, that was Trotman's life--investment in people, in honesty and humility, holding them up. 
Dawson Trotman was a disciple of Jesus Christ and the test that proved his discipleship was his sacrificial love for others…..

35By this( by love) all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

 This is the true test of discipleship!...

Are we passing this test with our life?

Is your life a life that is defined by love? The love of Christ being manifest in you whereby you reach out in love to even the unlovable of this world?

 Or do you find that this is an area that you need God to do a little tune up work in?

 If it is our desire to fulfill our calling and be the disciple of Jesus Christ that we have been called to be, then love must become the thing that defines us.

This morning, Is our life a life that is defined by love?
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